
GATHERING AND PRAISE
 WELCOME
   
  PRELUDE  Prepare the Royal Highway arr. Timothy Shaw
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP  

A voice cries out in the wilderness: “Prepare the way of the Lord!”
Every valley will be filled and every mountain will be leveled.
The rough and rocky ways will be made smooth.
All will see the salvation of God. See the light from on high.
The dawn is breaking. The Lord is coming! 
Let us worship the Lord!

*PROCESSIONAL HYMN  Prepare the Royal Highway See Insert

*LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH  Sarah-Butler & Stahler McKinney

On each Sunday of Advent, we light a candle, a sign of hope in a world full of shadows. When all four candles 
are burning brightly, we know that it is time to begin the Christmas season of joy and light. 

We light this candle to remember God’s Word, which promises to upend us, surprise us, and move us always 
toward healing and new life. We light this candle to remember all those who have waited with expectation 
for God’s surprises: to find what is lost, to bring peace in division, to make whole what is broken. 
We light this candle, praying for the trust to believe that God will surprise us, too, and is using us even now to 
be unexpected signs of love in the world. 

Come, let us walk in the light of the Lord!

*MUSICAL RESPONSE:
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  PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD
 
  FIRST LESSON Malachi 3:1-4 NRSV

See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the Lord whom you seek will suddenly 
come to his temple. The messenger of the covenant in whom you delight—indeed, he is coming, says the Lord 
of hosts. But who can endure the day of his coming, and who can stand when he appears?

For he is like a refiner’s fire and like washers’ soap; he will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, and he will 
purify the descendants of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, until they present offerings to the Lord in 
righteousness. Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the Lord, as in the days of old and 
as in former years.

TIME WITH YOUNG DISCIPLES

*GOSPEL LESSON Luke 3:1-18 NRSV

In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar, when Pontius Pilate was governor of Judea, and Herod 
was ruler of Galilee, and his brother Philip ruler of the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler 
of Abilene, during the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son of Zechariah 
in the wilderness. He went into all the region around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the 
forgiveness of sins, as it is written in the book of the words of the prophet Isaiah,

“The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord; make his paths straight.
Every valley shall be filled, and every mountain and hill shall be made low, and the crooked shall be made 
straight, and the rough ways made smooth, and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.’”

John said to the crowds coming out to be baptized by him, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from 
the coming wrath? Therefore, bear fruits worthy of repentance, and do not begin to say to yourselves, ‘We have 
Abraham as our ancestor,’ for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. Even 
now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; therefore every tree that does not bear good fruit will be cut down 
and thrown into the fire.”

And the crowds asked him, “What, then, should we do?” In reply he said to them, “Whoever has two coats 
must share with anyone who has none, and whoever has food must do likewise.” Even tax collectors came to 
be baptized, and they asked him, “Teacher, what should we do?” He said to them, “Collect no more than the 
amount prescribed for you.” Soldiers also asked him, “And we, what should we do?” He said to them, “Do not 
extort money from anyone by threats or false accusation, and be satisfied with your wages.”

As the people were filled with expectation and all were questioning in their hearts concerning John, whether 
he might be the Messiah, John answered all of them by saying, “I baptize you with water, but one who is more 
powerful than I is coming; I am not worthy to untie the strap of his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy 
Spirit and fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his 
granary, but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.”

So with many other exhortations he proclaimed the good news to the people. 
 

  SERMON  A Baptism of Repentance Pastor David

RESPONSE TO THE WORD
  
*RESPONSE HYMN I Need Thee Every Hour Hymn #397 (vs. 1, 2, 5)

  SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM  Page 39
Sutton June Nagy

daughter of Kasey and Austin Nagy



BIRTHS 
Annie Rae Dellinger, born 10/26/24, 

daughter of Cammie & Luke Dellinger, 
granddaughter of Cheryl & David Dyer. 
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PRAYER CONCERNS & WORSHIP LEADERS

 PRAYERS FOR THE CHURCH AND FOR THE WORLD
	 		 	 	To	submit	a	confidential	or	shared	prayer	request	to	the	clergy,	please	email	prayer@hbumc.org.	

  PRESENTATION OF GOD’S TITHES AND OUR OFFERINGS

Please	pass	the	attendance	register.	Visitors,	please	share	your	contact	information.
To offer your tithes and offerings, visit hbumc.org/give

or mail checks to: HBUMC, 2209 Fairview Rd, Raleigh NC 27608.

  OFFERTORY  Tomorrow Shall Be My Dancing Day  John Gardner
Chancel Choir

Tomorrow shall be my dancing day; I would my true love did so chance
To see the legend of my play, to call my true love to my dance;

Sing, oh! my love, oh! my love, my love, my love, this have I done for my true love.

Then was I born of a virgin pure, Of her I took fleshly substance.
Thus was I knit to man’s nature to call my true love to my dance.

In a manger laid, and wrapped I was so very poor, this was my chance
Betwixt an ox and a silly poor ass to call my true love to my dance.

Then afterwards baptized I was; The Holy Ghost on me did glance,
My Father’s voice heard I from above, to call my true love to my dance.

SENDING FORTH

*CLOSING HYMN        Heralds of Christ Hymn #213

*BENEDICTION AND CHIMES 

  POSTLUDE         Toccata on Sleepers Awake Paul Fey

*Stand as you are able. CCLI License # 2367044




